CYCLISTS
AND THE LAW

Do you know your rights
and responsibilities as a
cyclist?
Contact Ashfords’
specialist team for
tailored legal advice.

specific and tailored

Ashfords LLP
ashfords.co.uk

CYCLING INJURIES
Cycling is a fantastic sport which is
growing in popularity in the UK.
Cycle lanes and high visibility clothing
help to reduce the risk of accident, but
the fact remains that cyclists are more
likely to be killed or seriously injured in
a road accident than any other type of
road user.

This pocket reference is intended as
general guidance only and does not
constitute legal advice.
Please contact our specialist legal team
on 01392 33 4017 or
email: e.johnson@ashfords.co.uk
for specific and tailored legal advice.

WHO CAN I MAKE A CLAIM AGAINST?
●● Motorists, whether insured or uninsured
●● Other road users (i.e. pedestrians)
●● Your local authority for highway defects, such
as a pot hole
●● If you are the victim of a hit and run there is a
scheme for making a claim against untraced
driver
We provide free, no obligation initial advice with
a realistic assessment of the strength of your
claim with an option of no win, no fee funding.

Quality service
from qualified and
experienced cyclist friendly lawyers.

IS YOUR BIKE
LEGAL?

LEGAL “DON’TS”
WHEN CYCLING

Lights: these should be

x Don’t drink - your

clean, working, fitted
at front and rear, and
switched on between
sunset and sunrise.

Reflectors: these come

standard on most
bikes and are a legal
requirement.

Brakes: you must

have efficient and
independentlyfunctioning brakes on
each wheel if you use
public roads

motor licence can
still be endorsed.

x Don’t ride

carelessly - you
risk criminal
prosecution

x Don’t ignore a

red light - you risk
a fixed penalty
notice

x Don’t cycle on the
pavement

x Don’t cause an

injury - this can be
a criminal offence
punishable
by 2 years
imprisonment

CAN I BE SUED?
Cyclists can be legally liable for damage
or injury to others and face a large
compensation claim.
You may be sued if:●● You have breached the Highway Code.
●● Your bike is not legal for the highway.
●● If you ride in an unsafe or negligent manner.
Our expert lawyers provide individually tailored
advice from whether you have a good defence
to a claim through to assisting with insurance
coverage issues.

Top Tips

#1 Take photos at the
scene, obtain contact
details for any witnesses,
call the police if there is an
injury, attend A&E, report
any pot holes or defects
to the council. Be aware
of the 3 year time limit for
injury claim
#2 Take photographs of
damaged items
and retain them for
inspection. Keep any
receipts or records.
#3 Ensure that you have
adequate insurance
which will cover third party
claims. Not all household
policies will cover you and
your bike.
#4 Be safe, be seen and
always comply with
the Highway Code.

COMPENSATION AFTER AN ACCIDENT
You are entitled to:
●● A lump sum for your injury
●● Cost of repairs/replacement bike
●● Reimbursement for the cost of equipment,
clothing, computer, helmets, or lights
●● Loss of earnings
●● Treatment costs
Our priority is to get you back on your bike, we can:
●● Arrange rehabilitation including physiotherapy
●● Obtain an interim payment to cover immediate
costs and losses
●● Advise if you are the victim of an uninsured or
untraced driver
●● Provide a no-obligation, realistic assessment of
your claim
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